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Overview & Criteria
Who is the Third Sector ERDF Access Fund for?

These grants are intended for Third Sector organisations/groups in Yorkshire and the Humber to assist them with bidding for ERDF funding under the Yorkshire and Humber ERDF Operational programme 2007-2013. 

Organisations / groups do not have to be registered charities. Grants are one-off payments of between £2,000 and £10,000.

We welcome applications from all third sector organisations – community, voluntary organisations and social enterprises - operating for the benefit of communities in Yorkshire and the Humber. Groups must therefore have beneficiaries who live in Yorkshire & the Humber and be locally led and run. Locally constituted and managed branches of national or large charities may apply but they must have their own decision making committee and complete autonomy from the larger organisation.
Which groups or activities will be eligible for funding?

Groups eligible for funding are Third Sector organisations, including:

· Registered and unregistered Charities

· Voluntary and Community Groups

· Social Enterprises

· Social Firms

· Partnerships led by third sector organisations 
Successful applicants must be able to demonstrate that the monies will be spent on ERDF-eligible activity. To check eligibility you should read the criteria which can be found at www.yorkshire-forward.com/about/our-funding/erdf
The fund will provide support towards costs incurred by Third Sector organisations and Third-Sector-led partnerships to undertake the following eligible activities:
· Developing appropriate governance arrangements for partnership bids

· Undertaking initial scoping exercises such as feasibility studies

· Generating new ideas

· Incurring preliminary costs such as applications for planning permission, legal and other professional costs

The above list is not exhaustive, but any applications need to demonstrate that the activity proposed will clearly help Third Sector organisations and Third-Sector-led partnerships bid for ERDF funding in Yorkshire & the Humber. 

Priority will be given to:
· Groups that can demonstrate that they respond to their communities’ needs.

· Activities or projects that will support people whose needs can be clearly demonstrated.

· Groups that work in collaboration with other local community groups.

· Activities or projects that have struggled to access ERDF in the past without support. 

· Activities or projects that will produce a wide range of benefits and provide good value for money.

Who and what cannot be funded?

· Organisations that are national charities (unless locally led and run).

· Activities that promote political or religious beliefs. Groups that are based in a religious building can apply, providing the activity / project is open to all people in the community. 

· Statutory bodies e.g. schools/colleges, local councils. 
· Organisations or activities that support animals.

· Retrospective funding – this includes activities that have already taken place or repayment of money that you has already been spent.

· Sponsorship and/or fundraising events.

· Contributions to an Endowment.

· Minibuses or other vehicle purchases 
· Activities or organisations that are for personal profit.

· It is unlikely that we will fund more than one application per organisation. 

How do we apply?

To apply for a Third Sector ERDF Access Fund Grant you need to complete an application form. 

Firstly you need to identify the area who will be dealing with your application:
	South Yorkshire
	The North and East Ridings or Humberside
	West Yorkshire

	from the Foundation website www.sycf.org.uk
	from the Foundation website
www.ynycf.org
	from the Foundation website
www.leedscommunity foundation.org.uk

	e-mail at grants@sycf.org.uk
	e-mail at office@ynycf.org.uk
	e-mail at carlos@   leedscommunityfoundation.org.uk

	telephone on 0114 242 4294

	telephone on 01759 377400

	telephone on 0113 242 2426


You will also need to provide the following information:

· A copy of the group’s Constitution or Rules.
· Financial records
· If your group is more than 12 months old, this should be a signed copy of your group’s most recent audited accounts. 
· If your group is less than 12 months old, this should be copies of your group’s income and expenditure records and a recent bank statement. 
· Full budgets and costings relevant to the application including 3 quotes for capital items over £250.
· Names of all trustees/directors/management committee members.

· Names of any partners involved in the delivery of the ERDF project.

You may also need to supply additional supporting documents on request.

Support and advice is available, but groups must be aware that any support provided will not necessarily produce a successful outcome.
What happens when we apply?

When we receive your application:

· The Foundation staff will check it to ensure that it meets the main eligibility criteria. If we have any queries we will contact you either by email, telephone or in writing.

· All applications are assessed by a panel. This may involve a visit to your group.

· The Foundation may award a grant dependent on certain conditions (conditional offer). In this case your cheque will be sent once you have met / agreed to these conditions.

If your application is successful:

· Your group will receive a monitoring form which must be returned to the Foundation as soon as funds have been spent. If this form is not completed, your group will not be eligible for further grant aid from the Foundation.

· Your group may be contacted once funding has been given, to arrange a visit to evaluate and audit the spending of the grant.

· Your group will be expected to include the Foundation and ERDF in any publicity that your group arranges.  Further instructions will be issued to successful applicants.
We look forward to hearing from you
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